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July 27, 2026

The Hohorable Linda McMahon
Secretary

U.S. Department of Education
460 Maryland Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Dear Secretary McMahon:

I write to express concern about sanctioned Chinese entities investments in American universities. These
investments allow China to advance their interests, while undermining American innovation and our national
security.

On January 2, 2026, the Department of Education launched an online portal which provides aggregate,
institution-level data about donations American universities have received from foreign sources. As of January

31, 2026, federally funded universities accepted more than $6.8 billion from Communist China — including
more than $300 million from sanctioned entities. Harvard, for instance, has received more than $630 million

from Chinese entities. This includes roughly $418,000 from organizations participating in foreign talent
programs and nearly $420,000 from entities allegedly supporting unauthorized military advancements.'

I commend the Department of Education’s work to improve transparency, which includes actions against
universities that have failed to comply with statutory financial reporting requirements.* Federally funded
universities are not required to disclose transactions from a single foreign source that are less than $250,000 in a
single year.? I remain concerned that millions in additional transactions with sanctioned Chinese entities may

not have been reported.

Therefore, I encourage additional scrutiny of financial ties between American universities and Communist
China.

1 look forward to working with you on this matter.

Sincerely,
Tom Cotton
United States Senator
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