Nnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

January 22, 2019

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As U.S. and partner forces have waged a campaign against the Islamic State over the past four
years, we have captured hundreds of foreign enemy combatants. Our partners, the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), are currently detaining over 700 of these battle-hardened terrorists in
northeast Syria. These detainees include two of the so-called “Beatles,” expatriated British
citizens suspected of joining ISIS and beheading Western hostages. Given the rapidly shifting
dynamics in Syria, it is possible that these terrorists may escape or be released from SDF
custody in the coming weeks and months. It is imperative that these Islamic State fighters not be
released. If given the opportunity, many of them will take up arms against our Syrian and Iraqi
partners or attempt to infiltrate the United States and Europe to carry out terror attacks against
civilian targets, like they have already done in France and Belgium.

We urge you to consider transferring the worst of these Islamic State fighters to the detention
facility in Guantanamo Bay, where they will face justice. Thank you for your continued

leadership in our military campaign against the Islamic State and your willingness to consider
this matter of national security.

Sincerely,
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Tom Cotton John Cornyn
United States Senator United States Senator
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Ted Cruz Marco Rubio

United States Senator United States Senator



